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On August 26, 2026, Prof. Dr. Ulrich Berner passed away at his home in Bayreuth after a long 

battle with cancer. He was an extraordinary scholar, teacher, and mentor. I am writing this obituary 

in English to signal his global reputation and the enormous impact he had on so many international 

students and scholars, especially from Africa, an impact that most colleagues in German-speaking 

circles may not be aware of.  

Beginning in 1967, Ulrich Berner studied Theology, Philosophy, History of Religions, 

Indology, and Buddhist Studies at the Georg-August-Universität in Göttingen, where he received 

his doctoral degree in 1974. His thesis, supervised by Carsten Colpe, analyzed the concepts of 

soul, immortality, and resurrection in the work of the Alexandrian theologian and philosopher 

Origen (2nd/3rd century) and argued that the classical phenomenology of religion had failed to 

explain such concepts adequately. Subsequently, he was a postdoctoral fellow in the Collaborative 

Research Centre SFB 13 (Orientalistik mit besonderer Berücksichtigung der Religions- und 

Kulturgeschichte des Vorderen und Mittleren Orients), then assistant professor (wissenschaftlicher 

Assistent) of History of Religions at Göttingen (1978–1984). In 1980 he completed his 

Habilitationsschrift, which was published by Harrassowitz in 1982 (Untersuchungen zur 

Verwendung des Synkretismus-Begriffes). In this book he develops a heuristic model of syncretism 

that offers a refined terminology for the analysis of religious encounter, based on and advancing 

sociological systems theory. Analyzing, as a case study, the encounter of Christianity and 

philosophy in Origen’s work, he demonstrates the model’s applicability for a concrete historical 

context. Between 1980 and 1984, he also taught, as visiting professor, at the universities of 

Hamburg, Bonn, and Bremen and was a Heisenberg fellow in 1984–1985. In 1986 he was 

appointed professor and chair of Religious Studies (Religionswissenschaft) at the University of 

Bayreuth, where he taught ever since, even beyond his official retirement in 2013.  

When he joined Bayreuth University, which was to become a renowned center for African 

studies, Ulrich Berner developed an additional interest in African religions, first in the religious 

concepts, imagery and symbolism appropriated by African novelists, then also in new indigenous 

religious movements in Africa. His activities within the Collaborative Research Centre SFB 214 

(Identität in Afrika) led to the supervision of multiple doctoral theses. Over many years he was 

involved in African studies and brought a large number of African scholars of religion to Bayreuth 

– as Ph.D. students, visiting lecturers, Humboldt scholars, or guest researchers – and over time 

these activities made Bayreuth the major center for the study of African religions that it is today.  

In his research, Ulrich Berner also kept pursuing his interests in late antiquity and medieval 

Europe, as well as in Indian religions. His insistence on reading texts in their original languages 

led him to offer regular reading courses in which students discussed relevant texts in Latin and 

Greek. In addition, Sanskrit and Hebrew were taught at his department by his wife, Michaela 



Berner (who, being a language genius, also speaks Arabic fluently). Importantly, every semester 

he also ran a colloquium on method and theory in the study of religion, in which advanced and 

doctoral students discussed classical and current approaches in the study of religion and their 

applications to their own fields of interest. The colloquium proved invaluable as a theoretical 

laboratory and methodological breeding ground for most scholars and students who took part in it 

over more than two decades. 

Whoever got to know Ulrich Berner quickly realized that his thirst for new and interesting 

questions, sources, and theories was virtually unquenchable. Besides the fields mentioned above, 

he discovered fascinating material in places where scholars of religion seldom stray. Being an 

accomplished flutist, a connoisseur of classical music, and a lover of modern art, he studied opera 

librettos, composers’ biographies, and the work of modern painters from a religious studies point 

of view. As the son of a forester, he had a deep interest in analyzing religious conceptions of, and 

controversies about, nature, animals, and the environment. And he worked on multiple other topics 

that ranged from the reception history of ancient mythology to mission history, from the task and 

the subject of religious studies to analytic philosophy of religion, from the concept of monotheism 

to that of skepticism and atheism, from the controversial notion of religious tolerance to that of 

interreligious dialogue, and from large-scale models of religious globalization to the specifics of 

South African prison gangs.  

Even more remarkable than the general interest in all such topics is the fact that Ulrich 

Berner has discussed them all in scholarly writing. Many publications, mostly journal articles and 

contributions in edited volumes, along with monographs and edited books, constitute an 

impressive oeuvre that is as broad as it is deep. A current but still incomplete list of publications is 

attached below. While the areas and the themes are numerous, a certain thread runs through many, 

if not most, of his publications. It is a particular approach to religion which he never laid out in 

greater theoretical detail, but which has a powerful presence in his analysis of the material. It is a 

way of studying religion that takes the plurality of voices in each religious context seriously. 

Refusing to accept the superiority of narratives that are constructed by victorious, privileged 

factions of religious communities, this approach insists that scholars of religion must include in 

their analyses the existing alternative views, opinions, and conceptions in any given moment in 

history. Following this approach means bringing to light numerous religious beliefs and practices 

that were neglected by previous scholarship, and exposing discourses, conflicts, and power 

relations in any particular context. It forces scholars to study religion as an ever-contested and 

dynamic process rather than a static institution, as it is normally conceptualized by dominant 

religious elites. As he has shown, this approach can also be applied to the academic study of 

religion itself, both past and present. The approach is most comprehensively reflected in his 2020 

book, Religionswissenschaft (historisch orientiert), which, characteristically, comprises numerous 

case studies. 

The fact that Ulrich Berner’s academic oeuvre is hard to summarize is a testament to the 

wide range of his scholarly interests. It is also a reflection of his character. He hated the spotlight 



and felt uncomfortable in any situation that required acts of representation and self-promotion 

rather than intellectual exchange. He did not strategically plan out his scholarly trajectory, so that 

he would be “known for” a particular topic or theory. If at all, his name has been associated with 

his model of syncretism and his thoughtful work on Mircea Eliade, but these constituted just two 

among his many interests. 

He was deeply modest in character, respectful and caring, and he despised vanity, regularly 

feeling taken aback by colleagues in the field who touted their own importance or – worse – their 

professorial status and powerful role in academic organizations. For him, the problem was not the 

positions of power as such (he was a full professor himself), but that some use their power to 

bolster their own egos rather than to help younger and disenfranchised scholars. This is what Ulrich 

Berner did, quietly but most effectively. Thanks to his continual initiative, dozens of Ph.D. 

students, postdoctoral researchers, and colleagues, mostly from less privileged countries, 

especially in Africa, were able to carry out research in Bayreuth and build a career. Many of them 

then secured academic positions all over the world – and continued their scholarly conversations 

with him until the end.  

Aside from grant applications, he supported younger scholars in seemingly small yet 

significant ways. In 1995, when I was an aspiring Ph.D. student and assistant instructor at his 

department, he could not attend the DVRW (then DVRG) conference and recommended to the 

organizers that I take his place – in a prominent time slot in the general assembly. Being my first 

public talk in an academic setting, this gave me great confidence in continuing the journey. 

Gestures like these he would make frequently. For example, he often suggested to conference 

organizers that he would forgo his honorarium for a talk if the funds could be used for travel 

support of younger or less fortunate scholars. He always cared about the financial security of his 

protégés and had the greatest respect for scholars who were content with a modest, secure position 

on which they could do excellent research – and pitied those who turned bitter as their ambitions 

to become a prominent professor did not bear fruit. 

It was always about scholarship with him, about raising interesting questions. He would 

discuss your work with you for hours, and it is certainly appropriate to say, from the outside, that 

he was “generous” with his time. But he never viewed it as a sacrifice. On the contrary, he 

profoundly enjoyed having academic conversations, more than almost anything else. That is why 

he continued to find ways to teach students long after his retirement, either in co-taught seminars 

at Bayreuth University or in other places, most recently as a visiting professor in Prague. The 

students noticed his profound passion and enjoyed discussions that were more about deep analysis 

than the accumulation of facts.  

Ulrich Berner was a dyed-in-the-wool scholar, and, more precisely and most explicitly, a 

scholar of religion (Religionswissenschaftler). Even though he also published in theological 

venues and urged theologians to take note of work in religious studies, his own approach was 

emphatically and invariably non-religious. For him, Religionswissenschaft was a historical, 

empirical, and comparative discipline, and he would sniff out hidden religious or theological 



agendas from a distance. His questions were always religious studies questions, and it was all about 

the questions. The material base could vary. That is why he was able to converse with scholars in 

so many different areas of expertise. With his sharp analytical mind, he would bring up seemingly 

simple points and perspectives that challenged assumptions or could strike nerves that the 

conversation partner had not even been aware of. His comments always made you think – and 

often caused you to quietly rearrange your entire argument later. 

Many of his own questions reflected his deep concern about injustice and hypocrisy in 

religious contexts. While he studied and presented opposing religious viewpoints in a neutral 

manner, it is quite apparent who his favorites were: religious actors and authors who courageously 

stood up against more powerful players with sharp arguments, but whose religious positions would 

not prevail in the respective historical context. Tirelessly reading primary sources, he looked for 

those dissenting, understudied voices and spotlighted them in his articles, voices that argued 

against violence, war, the Crusades, the Inquisition, witch trials, intolerance, the exploitation of 

nature, oppressive missionary activities, or, in recent years, racist ideology and religious 

justifications for the enslavement of human beings. His work, like his support for less privileged 

students and colleagues and their families, reflected his moral compass. 

With his sharp mind, his compassion and generosity, his modesty, and his limitless 

curiosity, Ulrich Berner embodied a model of scholarship that his former students seek to emulate 

every day. His legacy lives on in his profound insights about the plurality of religious voices, in 

the marginalized historical figures he made relevant again in his publications, and in the countless 

lives he touched. He is survived by his wife, Michaela, and their children, Ludwig and Judith. He 

will be sorely missed.  

 

 

List of Publications by Ulrich Berner 

 

Books 

 

▪ Religionswissenschaft (historisch orientiert), Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 2020, 456 

S. (UTB 5297). 

▪ Edited with Johannes Quack: Religion und Kritik in der Moderne, Religionen in der pluralen 

Welt: Religionswissenschaftliche Studien 9, Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2012.  

▪ Edited with Ilinca Tanaseanu-Döbler: Religion und Kritik in der Antike, Religionen in der 

pluralen Welt: Religionswissenschaftliche Studien 7, Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2009.  

▪ Edited with Christoph Bochinger and Klaus Hock: Das Christentum aus der Sicht der 

Anderen: Religionswissenschaftliche und missionswissenschaftliche Beiträge, Frankfurt a. 

M.: Verlag Lembeck, 2005. 

▪ Edited with Christoph Bochinger and Rainer Flasche: Opfer und Gebet in den Religionen, 

Gütersloh: Gütersloher Verlagshaus, 2005.  

▪ Untersuchungen zur Verwendung des Synkretismus-Begriffes, Göttinger Orientforschungen: 

Reihe Grundlagen und Ergebnisse 2, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1982.  

▪ Origenes, Erträge der Forschung 147, Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1981.  



▪ Selbstinterpretation und Unsterblichkeitsglaube in Religion und Religionswissenschaft - 

Untersuchungen über alttestamentliche und frühchristlich-alexandrinische Texte und zur 

historischen Religionsphänomenologie, Dissertation, Göttingen, 1974.  

 

Journal Articles 

  

▪ “Max Müller, Charles Darwin and the Science of Religion,” HTS Theologiese Studies / 

Theological Studies 77/2 (2021): 1–8.  

▪ “Orpheus und Christus. Antike Mythen in der europäischen Religionsgeschichte,” Zur 

Debatte. Themen der Katholischen Akademie in Bayern 49/5 (2019): 23-27.  

▪ “Religionskritik und Darwinismus im Werk Richard Wagners,” Études Germaniques 69 

(2014): 55-75.  

▪ “Der Künstler als Prophet? Richard Wagner und die Antike,” Zur Debatte. Themen der 

Katholischen Akademie in Bayern 44/1 (2014): 13-14.  

▪ “Contextualization of Religious Studies and of Religious Phenomena,” Religion 41/2 (2011): 

149-157. 

▪ “Synkretismus – die Problematik der Grenzen zwischen und in den Religionen,” in: 

Zeitschrift für Missionswissenschaft und Religionswissenschaft 94 (2010): 31-41. 

▪ “Representation and Anticipation in Ritual Drama: Examples from Medieval Europe and 

modern Africa,” in: Paideuma: Mitteilungen zur Kulturkunde 55 (2009): 117-135. 

▪ “Opfertiere und heilige Kühe: Die Ambivalenz der Mensch-Tier-Beziehung in den 

Religionen,” Zur Debatte. Themen der Katholischen Akademie in Bayern 38/6 (2008): 21-22. 

▪ “Myth and Ritual in the Cape Underworld: South African Prison Gangs from an Eliadean 

Perspective,” Bulletin of the Council of Societies for the Study of Religion 36/3 (2007): 63-

65. 

▪ “Einführung: Religionswissenschaft und Religionskritik,” Zeitschrift für 

Religionswissenschaft 14/2 (2006): 107-110. 

▪ “’Wahr’ oder ‘unwahr’ – die Mosaische Unterscheidung: Die Diskussion um den 

Monotheismus des Moses und die Thesen Jan Assmanns,” Welt und Umwelt der Bibel 3 

(2006): 46-49. 

▪ “War das frühe Christentum eine Religion?,” Zeitschrift für Neues Testament 10/5 (2002): 

54-60. 

▪ “Órigenés a filosofie,” Orthodox Review 4-5 (2001): 15-21. 

▪ “The Notion of Syncretism in Historical and/or Empirical Research,” Historical Reflections / 

Reflexions Historiques 27 (2001): 499-509. 

▪ “Reflections upon the Concept of New Religious Movement,” Method and Theory in the 

Study of Religion 12 (2000): 267-276. 

▪ “Religionswissenschaft und Religionsphilosophie,” Zeitschrift für Religionswissenschaft 5 

(1997): 149-178. 

▪ “Christentum und Mission aus der Sicht afrikanischer Schriftsteller,” Zeitschrift für 

Missionswissenschaft und Religionswissenschaft, 73/1 (1989): 1-13. 

▪ “Inkulturationsprogramme in indischer und afrikanischer Theologie,” Saeculum: Jahrbuch 

für Universalgeschichte 37/1 (1986), 83-95. 

▪ “Das Christusverständnis als Gegenstand universalgeschichtlicher Betrachtungen,” 

Saeculum: Jahrbuch für Universalgeschichte 34/2 (1983): 187-200. 



▪ “Das Prometheus-Motiv in antiker und moderner Literatur,” Saeculum: Jahrbuch für 

Universalgeschichte 34/3-4 (1983): 334-343. 

▪ “Gegenstand und Aufgabe der Religionswissenschaft,” Zeitschrift für Religions-und 

Geistesgeschichte 35/2 (1983): 97-116. 

▪ “Erforschung und Anwendung religiöser Symbole im Doppelwerk Mircea Eliades,” 

Symbolon: Jahrbuch fürSymbolforschung, Neue Folge 6 (1982): 27-35. 

▪ “Universalgeschichte und kreative Hermeneutik: Reflexionen anhand des Werkes von Mircea 

Eliade,” Saeculum: Jahrbuch für Universalgeschichte 32/3 (1981): 221-241. 

▪ “Trinitarische Gottesvorstellungen im Kontext theistischer Systembildungen,” in: Saeculum: 

Jahrbuch für Universalgeschichte 31/2 (1980): 93-111. 

▪ “Der Begriff ‘Synkretismus’ – ein Instrument historischer Erkenntnis?,” Saeculum: Jahrbuch 

für Universalgeschichte 30/1 (1979): 68-85. 

▪ “Entwurf eines heuristischen Modells zur Synkretismusforschung (Beiträge zu Fragen der 

Wissenschaftstheorie und Methode),” Göttinger Miszellen, Beiträge zur ägyptologischen 

Diskussion 19 (1976): 59-72. 

▪ “Überlegungen zur Übertragbarkeit des Komplementaritäts-Begriffes auf ägyptische 

Gottesvorstellungen (Beiträge zu Fragen der Wissenschaftstheorie und Methode),” Göttinger 

Miszellen, Beiträge zur ägyptologischen Diskussion 20 (1976): 59-71. 

▪ “Bemerkungen zum Verhältnis von Religionsgeschichte und Religionsphänomenologie 

(Beiträge zu Fragen der Wissenschaftstheorie und Methode),” Göttinger Miszellen, Beiträge 

zur ägyptologischen Diskussion 18 (1975): 57-72. 

 

Chapters in Edited Volumes 

 

▪ “Preaching Justice as the Basis for Reconciliation: J. W. Colenso in Colonial South Africa,” 

in: Connecting Christianities: World Christianity and Mission in the Twenty-First Century, 

edited by Muthuraj Swamy and Jenny Leith, Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2026, 172–185. 

▪ “The Concept of Sacred Space: Phenomenology of Religion Revisited,” in: Topographies of 

African Spiritualities. Essays in Honor of Jacob Olupona, edited by Afe Adogame, Ebenezer 

Obadare, and Wale Adebanwi, New York: Routledge, 2025, 39-52. 

▪ “’Der Gott der Rechthaber’: Das frühe Christentum aus der Sicht von Hans Erich Nossack,” 

in: Belletristische Religionskritik II. Von Pessoa und Brecht über Sciascia und Jandl bis zu 

Carrere und Houellebecq, edited by Horst Junginger and Richard Faber, Würzburg: 

Königshausen & Neumann, 2024, 103-121. 

▪ “Greek Mythology in European Religious History,” in: Studying Religion, Past and Present. 

Essays in Honour of Panayotis Pachis, edited by Nickolas R. Roubekas, Dimitris Xygalatas, 

Luther H. Martin, and Donald Wiebe, London/New York: Bloomsbury Academic, 2024, 53-

61. 

▪ “Kooperation zwischen Christen und Muslimen im Zeitalter der Kreuzzüge,” in: 

Interreligiöse Hermeneutik in pluralen Gesellschaften. Begründungen, Herausforderungen, 

Chancen und Grenzen, edited by Ibrahim Kocyigit and Senol Yagdi, Berlin: Springer VS, 

2024, 121-143. 

▪ “Theologie und Religionswissenschaft. Ansätze zur Einordnung und Abgrenzung,” in: 

Themen und Probleme Theologischer Enzyklopädie. Perspektiven von innen und von außen, 

edited by Christian Albrecht and Peter Gemeinhardt, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2021, 225-

244. 



▪ “Das Christentum in der Antike. Eine religionsgeschichtliche Perspektive,” in: 

Kirchengeschichte und Religionswissenschaft. Methoden und Fallstudien, edited by Klaus 

Fitschen, Wolfram Kinzig, Armin Kohnle, and Volker Leppin (Arbeiten zur Kirchen- und 

Theologiegeschichte 51), Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 2018, 135-156. 

▪ “Gegenstände der Religionswissenschaft: Phänomene und/oder Symbolsysteme?,” in: Einheit 

und Differenz in der Religionswissenschaft. Standortbestimmungen mit Hilfe eines Mehr-

Ebenen-Modells von Religion, edited by Karsten Lehmann and Ansgar Jödicke (Diskurs 

Religion 10), Würzburg: Ergon Verlag 2016, 53-74. 

▪ “The Bishop and the Politician: Intra- and Inter-Field Dynamics in 19th Century Natal, South 

Africa,” in: Bourdieu in Africa. Exploring the Dynamics of Religious Fields, edited by 

Magnus Echtler and Asonzeh Ukah (Studies of Religion in Africa 44), Leiden/Boston: Brill, 

2016, 139-165. 

▪ “Wagner und Bayreuth. Religion auf der Opernbühne?,” in: Orte der europäischen 

Religionsgeschichte, edited by Adrian Hermann and Jürgen Mohn (Diskurs Religion Band 6), 

Würzburg: Ergon Verlag, 2015, 185-207. 

▪ “Wilhelm von Tyrus und die Muslime im Heiligen Land: Toleranz und/oder Kooperation?,” 

in: Gott und die "heiden". Mittelalterliche Funktionen und Semantiken der Heiden, edited by 

Susanne Knaeble and Silvan Wagner, Berlin: LIT Verlag 2015, 185-209. 

▪ “Initiationsriten und -motive in der späten Antike und in der modernen Welt,” in: 

Christwerden in einer multireligiösen Gesellschaft. Initiation - Katechumenat - Gemeinde, 

edited by Patrick C. Höring and Bernd Lutz, Ostfildern: Matthias Grünewald Verlag, 2014, 

13-25.  

▪ “Religious Traditions – Kinship-based and/or Universal?,” in: Critical Reflections on 

Indigenous Religions, edited by James L. Cox, Surrey: Ashgate, 2013, 49-62. 

▪ “Religiosität Rationalität. Reginald Scot und die Kritik des Hexenglaubens in der Frühen 

Neuzeit,” in: Religion nd Kritik in der Moderne, edited by Ulrich Berner and Johannes Quack 

Berlin: Litverlag, 2012, 141-180. 

▪ “Auferstehungs- und Unsterblichkeitsglaube im mittelalterlichen Christentum,” in: Gott und 

Tod: Tod und Sterben in der höfischen Kultur des Mittelalters, edited by Susanne Knaeble, 

Silvan Wagner, and Viola Wittmann, Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2011, 267-289. 

▪ “Braucht Religionswissenschaft konfessionelle Theologie?,” in: Evangelische Theologie an 

Staatlichen Universitäten, edited by Stefan Alkier and Hans-Günter Heimbrock, Göttingen: 

Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2011, 243-261. 

▪ “Der Neue Atheismus als Gegenstand der Religionswissenschaft,” in: Religionen nach der 

Säkularisierung. Festschrift für Johann Figl zum 65. Geburtstag, edited by Hans Gerald 

Hödl and Veronica Futterknecht, Wien: LIT Verlag, 2011, 378-390. 

▪ “Globalization and Religion: Some Preliminary Questions,” in: Who is Afraid of the Holy 

Ghost? Pentecostalism and Globalization in Africa and Beyond, edited by Afe Adogame, 

Trenton, New Jersey: Africa World Press, 2011, 1-10. 

▪ “Religion Explained? Lucian of Samosata and the Cognitive Science of Religion,” in: Past 

Minds: Studies in Cognitive Historiography, edited by Luther H. Martin and Jesper Sørensen, 

London, Oakville: Equinox, 2011, S. 131-140. 

▪ “Gnosis in European Religious History,” in: Chasing Down Religion: In the Sights of History 

and the Cognitive Sciences. Essays in Honor of Luther H. Martin, edited by Panayotis Pachis 

and Donald Wiebe, Thessaloniki: Barbounakis Publications, 2010, S. 11-40. 



▪ “Die christliche Missionsstation - ein Ort interkultureller Kommunikation?,” in: 

Kommunikation über Grenzen, edited by Friedrich Schweitzer, Gütersloh: Gütersloher 

Verlagshaus, 2009, 72-89. 

▪ “Jesuit Missionaries in East Asia: Interreligious Dialogue and Intercultural Comparison in the 

16th/17th Century,” in: Einheit der Wirklichkeiten, edited by Eva-Maria Glasbrenner and 

Christian Hackbarth-Johnson, München: Manya Verlag, 2009, 477-493. 

▪ “Skeptizismus und Religionskritik,” in: Religion und Kritik in der Antike, edited by Ulrich 

Berner and Ilinca Tanaseanu-Döbler, Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2009, 39-59. 

▪ “The Imagistic Tradition of Dionysos in the Graeco-Roman World,” in: Imagistic Traditions 

in the Graeco-Roman World: A Cognitive Modeling of History of Religious Research, edited 

by Luther H. Martin and Panayotis Pachis, Thessaloniki: Vanias Editions, 2009, 35-53. 

▪ “Coincidentia oppositorum und Komplementarität: Initiationsriten bei den Tiyyar (Kerala) 

und Bamasaba (Uganda),” in: An den Schwellen des Lebens. Zur Geschlechterdifferenz in 

Ritualen des Übergangs (Geschlecht – Symbol – Religion, 5), edited by Bernhard Heininger, 

Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2008, 321-332. 

▪ “Early Christianity as a Global Religion,” in: New Religions and Globalization – Empirical, 

Theoretical and Methodological Perspectives, edited by Armin W. Geertz and Margit 

Warburg, Aarhus: Aarhus University Press, 2008, 145-161. 

▪ “Verlauf und Ertrag der Monotheismusdebatte aus religionswissenschaftlicher Sicht,” in: 

Schöpfung, Monotheismus und fremde Religionen (Biblisch-Theologische Studien 95), edited 

by Lukas Bormann, Neukirchener Verlag, 2008, S. 37-61. 

▪ “Antike und Christentum im Mittelalter - Alanus ab Insulis als Dichter und Theologe,” in: 

Religiöser Pluralismus im Mittelalter? Besichtigung einer Epoche der Europäischen 

Religionsgeschichte (Religionen in der pluralen Welt 1), edited by Christoph Auffarth, 

Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2007, 25-37. 

▪ “Aufklärung als Ursprung und Aufgabe der Religionswissenschaft,” in: Watchtower 

Religionswissenschaft - Standortbestimmungen im wissenschaftlichen Feld, edited by Anne 

Koch, Marburg: dialog-Verlag, 2007, 161-180. 

▪ “Mircea Eliade and the Myth of Adonis, in: The International Eliade, edited by Bryan 

Rennie, Albany: State University of New York Press, 2007, S. 37-45. 

▪ “Synkretismus - Begegnung der Religionen,” in: Kultur und Religion in der Begegnung mit 

dem Fremden (Veröffentlichungen des Missionspriesterseminars St. Augustin, 56), edited by 

Joachim G. Piepke, Nettetal: Steyler Verlag, 2007, 47-74. 

▪ “Christentum und Herrscherkult - Religion und Politik im römischen Kaiserreich,” in: 

Gottesmacht. Religion zwischen Herrschaftsbegründung und Herrschaftskritik (Bayreuther 

Forum Transit 4), edited by Werner H. Ritter and Joachim Kügler, Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2006, 

57-74.  

▪ “Epicurus' Role in Controversies on Asceticism in European Religious History,” in: 

Asceticism and its Critics: Historical Accounts and Comparative Perspectives, edited by 

Oliver Freiberger, New York: Oxford University Press, 2006, 43-59. 

▪ “Erwählungsglaube und Rassismus - Das Alte Testament und das Entstehen der Apartheids-

Ideologie,” in: Prekäre Zeitgenossenschaft. Mit dem Alten Testament in Konflikten der Zeit 

(Bayreuther Forum Transit 6), edited by Joachim Kügler, Münster: LIT Verlag, 2006, 134-

149. 



▪ With Christoph Bochinger and Klaus Hock, Einleitung: “Das Christentum aus der Sicht der 

Anderen,” in: Das Christentum aus der Sicht der Anderen: Religionswissenschaftliche und 

missionswissenschaftliche Beiträge, Frankfurt a. M.: Verlag Lembeck, 2005, 7-16.  

▪ “Das Gebet aus der Sicht der analytischen Religionsphilosophie,” in: Opfer und Gebet in den 

Religionen, edited by Ulrich Berner, Christoph Bochinger, and Rainer Flasche, Gütersloh: 

Gütersloher Verlagshaus, 2005, 87-104. 

▪ “Die Bibel in der mittelalterlichen Diskussion um Ketzer und Muslime,” in: Auf Leben und 

Tod oder völlig egal. Kritisches und Nachdenkliches zur Bedeutung der Bibel (Bayreuther 

Forum Transit 3), edited by Joachim Kügler and Werner H. Ritter, Münster: LIT Verlag, 

2005, 11-24. 

▪ “Mission and Migration in the Roman Empire,” in: Religion in the Context of African 

Migration (Bayreuth African Studies Series, 75), edited by Afe Adogame and Cordula 

Weissköppel, Bayreuth, 2005, 43-56. 

▪ “Vom Polytheismus zum Monotheismus? Theorien zur Entwicklung der Religion,” in: Homo 

spaciens: Der Mensch im Kosmos, edited by Peter Sahm, Hamburg: Discorsi Verlag, 2005, 

209-228. 

▪ “Africa and the Origin of the Science of Religion: Max Müller (1823-1900) and James 

George Frazer (1854-1941) on African Religions,” in: European Traditions in the Study of 

Religion in Africa, edited by Frieder Ludwig and Afe Adogame, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz 

Verlag, 2004, 141-149. 

▪ “Kreuzzug und Ketzerbekämpfung: Das Alte Testament in der theologischen Argumentation 

des Mittelalters und der Reformationszeit,” in: Impuls oder Hindernis? Mit dem Alten 
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